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National RE Updates for SACRE from RE Today 
Summer 2026  

 
Curriculum and Assessment Review  
The Curriculum and Assessment Review published their long-awaited report into changes to the 
curriculum in November 2025.  Draft Programmes of Study were drafted earlier in the year, and 
widespread consultation with teachers and members of faith and belief communities led to a high 
level of agreement, before being handed to the DfE at the end of March. 
 
We await the DfE’s response and the public consultation on the Programmes of Study. Draft 
legislation will need to be written. The intended timeline is that the RE programmes would be 
ready in time to be included in the draft National Curriculum in spring 2027, ready for teaching 
from September 2028.  

 
EBacc and Accountability 
 

The Curriculum and Assessment Review reported that the EBacc has constrained pupil choice post 
14 (page 124). In November 2025, when the government responded to the Curriculum and 
Assessment Review, teachers of RE and other stakeholders were pleased to see that the damage 
inflicted on Religious Studies at GCSE by the English Baccalaureate might be addressed in the 
proposed changes to accountability measures. The DfE committed to reviewing Progress 8 and 
Attainment 8 with a breadth area made up of four GCSEs which will have to include subjects from 
two of the following 

• Humanities (including Religious Studies) 

• Creative Subjects 

• Languages 
Sadly, the revised structure which is currently the focus of a consultation, signals a U-turn, by adding 
science to the two breadth boxes that were offered for two of Creative, Humanities and Languages. 
RS is included in the Humanities alongside History and Geography. 
 
NATRE encouraged SACREs to respond to the consultation – see details here: 
https://natre.org.uk/news/respond-now-to-protect-rs-and-curriculum-breadth/  
 

New Government Cohesion Paper includes RE 
A new cross-government publication from the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local 
Government signals a renewed and significant focus on Religious Education as part of the UK’s 
wider social cohesion agenda. 

Protecting What Matters: Towards a more confident, cohesive and resilient United Kingdom 
explicitly links RE to building understanding, respect and shared values, committing to ‘drive up 
standards in the teaching of Religious Education’ and stating that government will ‘carefully 
consider including Religious Education in the national curriculum, subject to the sector reaching 
consensus.’ 

https://natre.org.uk/news/respond-now-to-protect-rs-and-curriculum-breadth/
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The paper also recognises the role of SACREs at a national level, highlighting their contribution to 
local communities and signalling greater attention to their work through improved use of annual 
reports. 

For teachers of RE, this matters. It places the subject firmly within current government priorities, 
not only as a curriculum area but as a key contributor to community cohesion and public 
understanding of religion and belief. It also reinforces the importance of the sector’s ongoing work 
to build consensus around a high-quality national entitlement for all pupils. 

The infographic on the next page draws out the key messages for the RE community. 

 

 

NATRE Primary RE Survey: call for teachers 
  
NATRE carries out a survey of primary schools every two years. The Primary Survey is a chance for 
teachers to make sure the reality of RE in their classroom is heard where it counts. This evidence is 
used directly with government and Ofsted to influence decisions on curriculum, training and 
support. Previous surveys have exposed gaps in RE time and training, and driven national attention 
as a result. With major decisions about the future of RE underway, primary teachers must not be 
invisible. 

All participating schools will receive a free NATRE resource and be entered into a prize draw.  

It is helpful to have as many primary schools participating as possible, so SACRE may choose to 
make schools in the Local Authority aware of this survey. The survey itself takes just a few 
minutes, is completely anonymous, and is open until 31 July. Every response makes a difference.  

Complete the survey here: www.surveymonkey.com/r/3B7VF2R  

NASACRE and Local Government Reorganisation 

NASACRE is raising awareness with the Local Government Association and the Department or Education 
about the impact that the reorganisation of local government will have on SACREs.  They have produced 
guidance for SACREs about the impact of this which can be downloaded from Advice-for-SACREs-about-
Local-Government-Reorganisation.pdf 

The NASACRE Conference and AGM 

The annual conference for National Association of SACREs was held in Birmingham on 18 May. It brought 
together teachers, advisers, councillors and religion and belief community representatives from across 
England to explore a theme that feels more vital than ever: SACREs – Bringing communities together. From 
the opening welcome to the final reflections, the day highlighted the unique role SACREs play in 
strengthening relationships, supporting high-quality RE and fostering social cohesion.  

• Dr Vanessa Ogden spoke about the nation-building role of schools, and how SACREs are ‘anchors for 
social harmony’.  

• Deborah Weston, Chair of the RE Policy Unit, reported on the current situation on the proposed 
national curriculum for RE (still with the DfE, at time of writing).x 

• Amy Ark of the Faith and Belief Forum talked about how positive classroom encounters reduce 
prejudice and build empathy. 

A write-up of the event can be found here: https://nasacre.org.uk/2026/05/22/bringing-communities-
together-reflections-from-the-nasacre-conference-2026/    

http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/3B7VF2R
https://nasacre.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Advice-for-SACREs-about-Local-Government-Reorganisation.pdf
https://nasacre.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Advice-for-SACREs-about-Local-Government-Reorganisation.pdf
https://nasacre.org.uk/2026/05/22/bringing-communities-together-reflections-from-the-nasacre-conference-2026/
https://nasacre.org.uk/2026/05/22/bringing-communities-together-reflections-from-the-nasacre-conference-2026/
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NASACRE Training  
NASACRE (National Association of Standing Advisory Councils on Religious Education) continues to 
work to celebrate, support, strengthen and promote the work of local SACREs and represents their 
interests at a national level, including training for SACRE members. 

NASACRE are offering training throughout the Spring Term to support the work of SACREs and for 
those undertaking specific roles in a SACRE.  Places can be booked by emailing 
admin@nasacre.org.uk 
 

• 25 June 6.30-8.00 – So, you’ve joined your local SACRE…  

• 17 Sept 6.30-8.00 – So, you’ve joined your local SACRE… 
Both free session for any SACREs to attend 

• 20th October 7-8pm SACRE annual reports: updates to the content and opportunities 
Free session for any SACREs to attend, specifically for those completing Annual Reports.  

• November 2026 (various) 6.30-8.00. NASACRE in conversation (regional events) 
Free session – specifically for Chairs, Vice Chairs, SACRE consultants and LA link officers 
 

Events and publications to note 
 
Hannah Rich, Beyond the Classroom: Informal Religion and Worldviews 
Education in the UK (Theos, 2025) 
This report shows that people learn about religions, beliefs and worldviews not only in schools but 
throughout everyday life — in youth and community work, arts and culture, public services, sport, 
the media, higher education and interfaith activity. It maps where this informal religious education 
is happening across the UK and highlights strong local examples alongside significant gaps. 
 
Provision varies widely: diverse areas tend to offer more natural encounters and stronger 
interfaith networks, while elsewhere there is often hesitation or uncertainty about discussing 
religion and belief. The report argues that improving confidence and religious literacy across all 
sectors would create more opportunities for informal learning and help build a more cohesive 
society. 
 
The report is available at: www.theosthinktank.co.uk/research/2025/11/13/beyond-the-
classroom-informal-religion-and-worldviews-education-in-the-uk  
 

Westhill/NASACRE Awards 
The deadline for the next round of these awards is 28 February 2027. SACREs wishing to apply are 
encouraged to start thinking about what they might like to achieve now. Organisers are especially 
looking for projects promoting unity, community and diversity. SACREs can bid for up to £12 000 
for projects which will be completed by summer 2029.   

The new 2-year cycle allows for SACREs to take more time over projects, creating the opportunity 
to develop ideas more fully and to bid for a  larger grant. NASACRE hopes that this will allow for 
projects to have greater impact and leave a greater legacy. More information about the bid 
process and the criteria for the 2027 round will follow soon. 

mailto:admin@nasacre.org.uk
http://www.theosthinktank.co.uk/research/2025/11/13/beyond-the-classroom-informal-religion-and-worldviews-education-in-the-uk
http://www.theosthinktank.co.uk/research/2025/11/13/beyond-the-classroom-informal-religion-and-worldviews-education-in-the-uk


SACRE news Summer 2026  
 

4 

Jewish Culture Month 
The Board of Deputies has launched Jewish Culture Month from 16th May – 14th June 2026 – the 
Jewish month of Sivan. It celebrates British Jewish culture, community and creativity. So far, over 
100 events are planned across the country, spanning food, comedy, art, architecture, fashion and 
more.  

National institutions spotlighting their Jewish treasures include the British Museum, Tate Britain, 
Tate Modern, National Portrait Gallery, V&A, Museum of the Home and the Science 
Museum. Events are happening up and down the country, from Manchester (home to Britain’s 
second largest Jewish community), to Norfolk, Newcastle, Stockport, Oxford, Leeds, Liverpool, 
Bath, Cambridge, Margate and many more.  

To find out more, please go to: https://jewishculturemonth.org.uk/  

SACRE may wish to advise schools that there are specific Jewish Culture Month in Schools 
resources to help in planning for this month: Jewish Culture Month in schools | Jewish Culture 
Month .   

Religious Media Centre updates 
The Religion Media Centre is an impartial and independent organization aiming to increase further 
cohesion and understanding in society by helping the media report and understand religion and 
belief. It does not promote any one religion or belief and has no editorial line other than religion 
matters. Instead, it exists to provide accurate, timely and relevant information to the media, 
enabling the public to be better informed. You can sign up for a weekly bulletin that will keep you 
up to date with the latest news relating to religions and faith. It also has 130 factsheets ideal for 
subject knowledge for SACRE members or teachers.  
https://religionmediacentre.org.uk/   
 

Training and support for teachers 
 

RE Hubs  
Don’t forget that the RE Hubs website offers extensive and growing links to people and places, 
locally and nationally. www.re-hubs.uk  

 

Jerusalem Trust Summer Funding Round 2026 open for secondary schools 
The Jerusalem Trust’s Small Grants to Schools Scheme supports the teaching of Christianity within 
Religious Education. The scheme operates by providing schools with grants of up to £600 to 
purchase Christianity resources for use in RE lessons.  

The scheme is open to state-funded schools in England and Wales.  

Secondary school grants are currently still available this summer term.  Schools should read the 
FAQs and the application criteria prior to submitting their funding request which can be accessed 
at www.regrants.org.uk . Primary school grants are no longer open for summer term due to high 
demand.  

 

https://jewishculturemonth.org.uk/
https://jewishculturemonth.org.uk/jewish-culture-month-in-schools/
https://jewishculturemonth.org.uk/jewish-culture-month-in-schools/
https://religionmediacentre.org.uk/
https://www.re-hubs.uk/
http://www.regrants.org.uk/
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Upcoming RE Today courses for the Summer Term and beyond! 
 

RE Today supports a number of SACREs, and offers a variety of training courses to teachers as well.  
See more details on any of these courses at www.retoday.org.uk/school-support/professional-
development-courses/  
 
Cross-phase 

• NATRE introduction webinar 
10 June 2026 (4.00-5.00pm)  

• Prepared for a complex world – briefing session on RE 
17 June 2026 (4.30-6.15pm)  

Primary 
• Impactful teaching of Hindu Dharma - primary 

2 July 2026 (3.30 am-5.00 pm) – Julia Diamond-Conway  

Secondary 
• Impactful teaching about non-religious worldviews – deepening subject knowledge 

16 June (4.00-5.30 pm) – Stephen Pett 

• Understanding Christianity – Secondary 
7th July 2026 (9.30 am – 3.30 pm) – Stephen Pett 

• Impactful teaching about Buddhism – deepening subject knowledge 
8 July (4.00-5.30 pm) – Stephen Pett 

 
A new series of subject knowledge briefings for primary and for secondary teachers is available – 
90 minutes of high-quality support for deepening knowledge and understanding about matters of 
central importance in six major traditions. Details available here. 
 
RE Today also offers bespoke training and support for schools. See here for more information.  
 
SACRE National News Updates from RE Today  
June 2026 

http://www.retoday.org.uk/school-support/professional-development-courses/
http://www.retoday.org.uk/school-support/professional-development-courses/
https://natre.org.uk/events-courses/natre-introduction-webinars-2/
https://natre.org.uk/events-courses/prepared-for-a-complex-world-cross-phase-17-06-2026/
https://natre.org.uk/events-courses/impactful-teaching-of-non-religious-worldviews-primary-29-04-2026-2-2/
https://natre.org.uk/events-courses/impactful-teaching-about-non-religious-worldviews-deepening-subject-knowledge-secondary-16-06-2026/
https://natre.org.uk/events-courses/understanding-christianity-secondary-07-07-2026/
https://natre.org.uk/events-courses/impactful-teaching-about-buddhism-deepening-subject-knowledge-secondary-08-07-2026/
https://natre.org.uk/events-courses/impactful-teaching-about-buddhism-deepening-subject-knowledge-secondary-08-07-2026/
https://www.retoday.org.uk/school-support/professional-development-courses/
https://www.retoday.org.uk/consultancy/consultancy-enquiry-form/





